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The commodification process of labour in the first half of the 19" century in England
(preceded by the commodification of land) transformed the capitalist economy into a capitalist
society by deregulating labour and extending market principles to it. This process was analyzed
in depth by Austro-Hungarian Karl Polanyi in his famous book The Great Transformation
(1944).

At present, we are witnesses of a process not less important for our lives: The commod-
ification of culture. By a well organized interplay of technology and law contemporary Digital
Information and Communication Technologies allow for a world wide extension of the market
and give room to capital investment in a new field: human culture. Mobile communication tech-
nologies enable the commodification of talking to others nearly without restrictions on space and
time; digital audio, photo- and video devices allow reifying an even broader range of human
activities: singing, writing, performing music, doing science, producing software, and creating
photos, paintings or movies by freezing and unfreezing those activities according to our needs;
Intellectual Property Rights, laws and technologies of copy protection transform information
goods into genuine commodities. Finally, the Internet has become the global market place to sell,
buy and distribute them, a market which represents in many countries already a volume around 5
to 10 per cent of the Gross Domestic Product.

The paper gives a critical appraisal of this development within a framework of political
philosophy.
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