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 Cellphones have certain physical parts, functions, and features, and people know a 
lot about these. My interest is NOT in what people know about such physical charac-
teristics of cellphones but in the way people think and feel about them. What do they find 
most important about them? What do they mean to them? How do they relate to them 
emotionally? How do they evaluate them as objects of utility? 

Using the methods of cognitive linguistics, I will explore such nonphysical as-
pects of cellphones. In particular, I will ask WHICH nonphysical aspects of cellphones 
are conceptualized by people and HOW these aspects are conceptualized.  
 The answers to these questions can potentially benefit us in two ways: (1) we can 
achieve a better understanding of the cellphone as a conceptual category and (2), at a 
more practical level, given the insights provided by such an analysis, we can better meet 
some of the challenges that cellphones present in our culture. 
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