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This paper will examine the development and maintenance of social cohesion
through the use of mo-bile communication. The paper starts by placing mobile commun-
ication into the broader context of sociological analysis. A major theme in the socio-
logical project has been to understand the interaction of social cohesion in the face of
various types of technological development. The general idea has been that industrializa-
tion and modern society has resulted in transitions. Using the notion of ritual as develop-
ed by Durkheim and refined by Goffman and Collins the paper then looks at how mobile
communication seems to be supporting the development of social cohesion. The specific
cases of ro-mantic involvements and the cohesive functions of gossip, joking/banter and
argot are used to better understand this. Portes’ question regarding the optimal level of
social cohesion in the small group is raised. It is suggested that an over-emphasis on the
so-called strong ties, perhaps at the expense of the weak-ties may result in what is refer-
red to as bounded solidarity.
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