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 This contribution aims to depict characteristics and implications of convergence from the 
point of view of mediated interaction, co-presence and mobility. 
 Convergence is one of the key-words to frame current and future scenarios in 
communication, and its constitution is multifaceted. Convergence can be associated with both a 
material, functional and infrastructural process, as well as with discursive frames and symbolic sets 
of meanings. Patterns of convergence (but also of differentiation) can be observed in the global 
arena of contemporary technoscapes and mediascapes, where material and symbolic dimensions are 
constantly intertwined. 
 The paper will attempt to situate ‘convergence’ in the context of a conceptual grid based on 
key-words like saturation, hybridity, ubiquity and mobility. These concepts are considered as 
categories to understand the continuous texture between bodies and environments which are more 
and more saturated with multiple technological arrays. Such arrays are hybrid as they constantly 
mingle the human and the non human. Furthermore, they emerge from a constant tension between 
old and new media: convergence and saturation play a crucial role in articulating such a tension.  
These key-words will be analyzed with reference to the case of mobile and ubiquitous technologies 
at large, considered as ecologies of artefacts which comprise both old and new artefacts able to 
support, foster and transform mobility and ubiquity of social interaction. The ecology metaphor, 
rather than concentrating on an individual artefact, frames the systemic, co-evolutive and diverse 
character of information and telecommunication infrastructures, as well as the constant 
integration/substitution between new and old material devices, routine and innovation in 
communication.  
 Ecologies of artefacts will be discussed as theoretical hypothesis in the context of an 
ongoing research on mobile workers, aimed at understanding the current practices and discourses 
related to convergent and saturated environments where mobility, hybridity and ubiquity of 
interaction are enacted and experienced. 
 
Giuseppina PELLEGRINO is lecturer in Sociology of Culture and Communication at the Uni-
versity of Calabria (Italy), Faculty of Political Sciences. She received a 
Ph.D. in Science, Technology and Society from the same University. She 
was visiting Ph.D. worker at the University of Edinburgh, Research Cen-
tre for Social Sciences (2002) and research visitor at Lancaster University 
Centre for Mobilities Research (2007). Her research interests concern 
Science and Technology Studies, especially sociology of technology in 
organizational settings; rhetoric and practice in sociotechnical action; 
mobility and technological mediation. She is currently working on mobile 
and ubiquitous technologies in mobile work, as well as on science and 
technologies in the laboratory. Amongst her latest publications: “Ubiquity 
and pervasivity: on the technological mediation of (mobile) everyday 
life”, in Berleur, J., Nurminen, M. I. and Impagliazzo, J. (eds.), Social 
Informatics: An Information Society for all?, IFIP International Federation 
for Information Processing, vol. 223, Springer, 2006.  
E-mail: gpellegrinous@yahoo.com. 
 


