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Searching the Self in Seoul
Trans-youth and Urban Social Networking in Korea

The university entrance exam is a rite of passage in South Korea. This is a time when
many young South Koreans are temporarily emancipated from the traditional pressures of
collective belonging, providing a social break that allows self-reflection. This in-between
demographic, or trans-youths, are neither children nor adults; they are also situated on the
delicate border zone between digital natives and digital immigrants in Prensky’s (2001) term.
This paper reports on a research project that is investigating the mobile play culture of trans-
youths in Seoul. Drawing on in-depth interviews with trans-youth, | analyze their search for
identity through urban social networking. The discussion illustrates the self-searching of
Seoul trans-youths, arguing that technological, socio-cultural and environmental (urban) con-
texts frame how mobility and ubiquity are (re)created in Seoul, one of the most connected
densely populated and rapidly transforming metropolises in the world. The research provides
an unprecedented insight into the lives of trans-youth, in turn illuminating the role of Seoul as
a new urban social network.
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