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Mad Cow Disease and Social Networking
Information Ethics in the Internet Society

Information Ethics has become a field within information science and knowledge
management to address problems which arise with the development and application of digital
technology and the internet in organizations and society.

Information and communication in social networks and discussions rooms on the in-
ternet is a field where problematic practices (from misleading and false information to de-
famation) increase.

Ethical implications of mediated relationships, gossip and social cohesion in virtual
collaboration and communities, understanding online and offline identities of people in organ-
isations and networks, privacy, fraud and secrecy issues in online networks, blurred borders
between blogs and conversational marketing — all these issues have ethical dimensions that
affect the work of knowledge managers.

The presentation will discuss aspects of information ethics drawing on developments
in one of the most advanced internet societies in the world, South Korea, where the online
protests against beef imports from the US have triggered a unexpected dynamic with social
and political implications.
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