
Wilhelm VOSSENKUHL  
 
Responsiveness and Responsibility: New Moral Dimensions in the Net? 
 
 
 The realization of moral claims in decision making and action depends on true knowl-
edge. This seems to be a truism. It is at least  intuitively clear that every instance of moral ac-
tion presupposes reliable information. Instead of continuing the metaethical debate about the 
nature of morality I'll ask whether the Net will ever be  able to offer morally relevant knowl-
edge. So far it offers lots of information but also a multitude of immoral options not worth 
being mentioned here but worth being prosecuted. 
 The Net will be able to offer morally relevant information as soon as it is able to an-
swer questions. So far the Net works like an encyclopedia which offers information about 
names of all sorts. It is unable to combine information from different fields, e.g. biology 
and medicine, in order to answer questions or to solve problems. As soon  as the gaps between 
different fields of knowledge can be closed the Net will have acquired a new moral dimen-
sion. It will be able to help solving health problems and to answer questions which are 
relevant for the individual well-being. 
 The new moral dimension will be opened as soon as well known ontological principles 
are used to structure the information in the Net. It's ontology which enables scientists to close 
the gap between different fields of knowledge. 
 The exchange of knowledge will reach a new dimension. It will make morally relevant 
knowledge available to everybody and help to improve the social conditions. 
 
 
Wilhelm Vossenkuhl (born 1945, Dr. phil., Dr. phil. habil.), Full Professor at the University 
of Munich (Lehrstuhl I) is founder and speaker of the Munich Research Center in Ethics 
(MKE). He has published on Kant and Wittgenstein, on the philosophy of language and ac-
tion, on ethics and the theory of rationality. He published Die Moeglichkeit des Guten. Ethik 
im 21. Jahrhundert (C.H. Beck, 2006). He is author of Ludwig Wittgenstein (2nd ed. 2004). 
He is presently involved in a number of interdisciplinary research projects on, e.g., normative 
changes in the second modernity (DFG, Sonderforschungsbereich 538, 
“Reflexive Modernisierung”), volition and action (VolkswagenStiftung, Max 
Planck Institut für Psychologische Forschung), and paternalism (DFG-Projekt 
in cooperation with the Munich Faculty of Law). He was member of the 
Senate of the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (1997–2003), is member of a 
number of committees in higher education, and is member of the board of uni-
versities in Germany and Hungary. E-mail: vossenkuhl@lrz.uni-muenchen.de. 


