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and organizing a series of talks on democracy (Demokricia-sorozat, 2007).
Since 2002, he has held numerous courses at the University of Pécs on the
history of philosophy, in 2006 he joined the mobile communication research
group directed by Kristof Nyiri, and he regularly gives talks at conferences
on the philosophy of language, epistemology, and the philosophy of commu-
nication. He participates in the publication of a thematic series of volumes
on philosophy, edited by Janos Boros. This series included a collection of
studies on the semantics of pictures, on traditions, and on mobile commu-
nication (Répszemantika, hagyomdny, mobilkommunikacid, Pécs: Brambauer, 2005).
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Viktor BEDO is a PhD student at the Doctoral School in Philosophy, Uni-
versity of Pécs, Hungary. Between 2003 and 2006 he was Junior Research
Fellow at the Institute for Philosophical Research of the Hungarian Acad-
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of visual communication. Latest publications: “A mobilkommunikacio le-
hetéségel a tudomany és a tarsadalom kozti parbeszéd alakitasaban™ [Pos-
sibilities of mobile communication in shaping the dialogue between sci-
ence and society], in Gyorgy Fabri (ed.), A tudomdnykommunikicio értelme/
értéke, Budapest: Tudastarsadalom Alapitvany, 2006; “MMS of All Knowl-
edge (MMSAK): Mobiles and Scientific Visualization”, in Kristof Nyiri (ed.),
A Sense of Place: The Global and the Local in Mobile Communication, Vienna:
Passagen Verlag, 2005. E-mail: globalpattern@gmail.com.

Andras BENEDEK has published approximately 150 papers to date in

connection with human resource development issues, among them the
essay “New Vistas of Learning in the Mobile Age”, in Kristof Nyiri (ed.),
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Mobile Understanding: The Epistemology of Ubiquitous Communication, Vienna:
Passagen Verlag, 2006. From 1976 to 1979 he studied systems analysis
on a scholarship and acquired a PhD at the Academy of Sciences in Mos-
cow. During the 1980s, he was a scientific advisor at the Hungarian Acad-
emy of Sciences. He was the Director of Vocational Training (from 1984
to 1989), then Director General (from 1989 to 1990) at the National Ped-
agogical Institute. As its first Director General in 1990, he established the
National Institute for Vocational Education. He was involved in numer-
ous UNESCO and ILO projects. Dr. Benedek continues to participate
in the preparation of various World Bank and PHARE projects in the
area of human resource development. Between 1991-1998, as Deputy
State Secretary, he was responsible for vocational education and training
at the Ministry of Labour, and at the Ministry of Education between
1998-2002. Between 2003-2006, he was Permanent State Secretary at
the Ministry of Youth and Sport, then at the Ministry of Cultural Her-
itage. Currently, he is Professor at the Budapest University of Technolo-
gy and Economics, where he is Director of the Institute of Applied Ped-
agogy and Psychology. E-mail: benedek.a@eik.bme.hu.

Endre DANYI is a doctoral student at the Department of Sociology at
Lancaster University. His research focuses on the political uses of vari-
ous communication technologies and the ways in which political issues
are materialized. Danyi’s recent publications include “Xerox Project:
Photocopiers as a Metaphor for an ‘Open Society’”, The Information So-
ciety, vol. 22, no. 2 (2006); “Internet and Elections: Changing Political Strate-
gies and Citizen Tactics in Hungary”, with Anna Galacz, Information Polity,
vol. 10, no. 3-4 (2005). E-mail: e.danyi@lancaster.ac.uk.
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sophical Research of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Fields of inter-
est: philosophy of communication and media, philosophy of science, and
pragmatism. His publications include: “Cybertextualism”, in P. Fleissner and
Kiristof Nyiri (eds.), Philosophy of Culture and the Politics of Electronic Network-
ing, vol. 2: Cyberspace: A New Battlefield for Human Interests, Innsbruck: Studien-
verlag / Budapest: Aron Kiadd, 1999. E-mail: golden@webmail.phil-inst.hu.

Zsuzsanna KONDOR, PhD, is Senior Research Fellow at the Institute
for Philosophical Research of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Some
recent publications: “The Iconic Turn in Metaphysics”, in Krist6f Nyiri
(ed.), A Sense of Place: The Global and the Local in Mobile Communication, Vien-
na: Passagen Verlag, 2005; “Social Makeup and Solitary Reason”, in S.
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Laczk6 and A. Dékany (eds.), Ldbjegyzetek Platinhoz 4: A baratsig, Szeged:
Pro Philosophia Szegediensi Alapitvany / Librarius, 2005; “Being Mo-
bile: Cognitive Multiplicity”, in Kristof Nyiri (ed.), Mobile Understanding: The
Epistemology of Ubiquitous Communication, Vienna: Passagen Verlag, 2006.
Research interests: history of philosophy, philosophy of communication,
the cognitive difference of pictorial and verbal representations and its im-
pact on human thinking. E-mail: kondor@webmail.phil-inst.hu.

Krist6f KOVACS is a PhD student at the Department of Experimen-
tal Psychology, University of Cambridge. His areas of research are indi-
vidual differences in intelligence and cognition, as well the evolutionary
aspects of human variation. His main publications are: Kovacs K., K.
C. Plaisted and N. J. Mackintosh, “Difficulties Differentiating Dissocia-
tions”, Behavioral and Brain Sciences 29 (2006); Kovacs K., “Arthur Jensen
¢s az 1Q-vita 30 éve” [Arthur Jensen and thirty years of the IQ) contro-
versy|, Magyar Pszichologiai Szemle [Hungarian Review of Psychology] 57
(2002); Gervain J., Kovacs K., Lukacs A. and Racsmany M. (eds.), 4z
ezerarcii elme: Tanulmdnyok Pléh Csaba 60. sziiletésnapjdara [ The thousand-faced
mind: Tribute to Csaba Pléh at 60], Budapest: Akadémiai Kiado, 2005.
E-mail: kk340@cam.ac.uk.

Istvan MARADI is the Chief Information Officer of Hungarian Tele-
kom, and a PhD student at the Doctoral School in Philosophy, Univer-
sity of Pécs, Hungary. He had been influential in the launch of mobile
services as the head of engineering at T-Mobile Hungary. His fields of re-
search: the impact of mobile technologies on work, the analysis of mobile
work, and convergences in technology. Some of his more important talks/
publications: “Multimedia Content: Enabling New Growth”, Global Messag-
ing conference, London, 2004; “Ugyintézés hazon kiviil...”, E-kormdnyzat
conference, Si6fok, Hungary, 2004; “Valtozo vilagban élink”, Magyar ‘1 dv-
kozlés, January 2003. E-mail: istvan.maradi@t-email.hu.

Kristéf [J. C.] NYIRI, born 1944, has studied mathematics and phi-
losophy at the University of Budapest. He is Member of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences and of the Institut International de Philosophie.
Was visiting professor in Austria, Finland, and the U.S.; and Leibniz Pro-
fessor of the University of Leipzig for the winter term 2006/07. His main
fields of research are the history of philosophy in the 19th and 20th cen-
turies, and the impact of communication technologies on the organization

of ideas and on social and political organization. Some main publications:
Tradition and Individuality (Dordrecht: Kluwer, 1992); “Electronic Network-
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ing and the Unity of Knowledge”, in Stephaniec Kenna and Seamus Ross
(eds.), Networking in the Humanities, London: Bowker-Saur, 1995); “The Con-
cept of Knowledge in the Context of Electronic Networking”, The Monist,
July 1997; “Towards a Philosophy of Virtual Education”, in M. Deegan
and H. Short (eds.), DRH 99, London: King’s College, 2000; Vernetztes
Wissen: Philosophie im Zeitalter des Internets, Vienna: Passagen Verlag, 2004.
Further information: www.hunfi.hu/nyiri. E-mail: nyiri@hunfi.hu.

Gabor PALLO (1942), DSc, Research Professor at the Institute for Philo-
sophical Research of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. His main fields
of research include the philosophy and history of science, the 20th-century
history of natural sciences with special regard to science in Hungary, in
particular the history of physics and chemistry, migration of scientists,
relationships between the cognitive and institutional aspects of science,
and connections between science and philosophy, politics, communica-
tion, and society. Some main publications: Radiaktivitds és a kémiar atom-
elmélet: Az anyagszerkezeti nézetek vdlsaga a magyarorszdgi kémidban [Radioactiv-
ity and Chemical Theory of Atoms: Crisis in the Views on the Structure
of Matter in Hungarian Chemistry|, Budapest: Akadémiai Kiado6, 1992;
Hevesy Gyirgy [George Hevesy], Budapest: Akadémiai Kiado, 1998; seni-
alitds és korszellem [Genius and Zeitgeist], Budapest: Aron Kiado, 2004.
E-mail: Gabor.Pallo@ella.hu.

Csaba PLEH (1945) is Professor at the Department of Cognitive Sci-
ence at the Budapest University of Technology and Economics. He is a
Member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and its Deputy Gen-
eral Secretary. His main research interests are the history of psychology,
language and cognition, and developmental disorders, especially the Wil-
liams syndrome. His most important visiting appointments and fellowships
are: Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences (Stanford,
1996), Vienna University (1990-1998), Collegium Budapest (2001/2002).
He is editor in chief of the Hungarian Review of Psychology, and former pres-
ident of the Hungarian Philosophical Association (1998-2002). Some re-
cent publications: “Ernst Mach and Daniel Dennett: Two Evolutionary
Models of Coognition”, in Peter Fleissner and Kristof Nyiri (eds.), Philosophy
of Culture and the Politics of Electronic Networking, vol. 1: Historical Roots and Pres-
ent Developments, Innsbruck: Studienverlag /Budapest: Aron Kiado, 1999;
“Modularity and Pragmatics”, Pragmatics 10 (2000); Cs. Pléh, A. Lukacs
and M. Racsmany, “Morphological Patterns in Hungarian Children with
Williams Syndrome and the Rule Debates”, Brain and Language, 86 (2003);
A. Lukacs, Cs. Pléh and M. Racsmany, “Language in Hungarian Chil-
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dren with Williams Syndrome”, in Susanne Bartke and Julia Siegmiiller
(eds.), Williams Syndrome across Languages, Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 2004.
E-mail: pleh@cogsci.bme.hu.

Gergé PRAZSAK is a PhD student at the Doctoral School in Philoso-
phy, University of Pécs, Hungary, and Research Fellow at the Hungarian
National Council for Communications and Information Technology. His
fields of research: the information society, social networks, the digital divide,
and the impact of new media and communication technologies on social
and personality development. Major publications: Gyorgy Csepeli and
Gergé Prazsak, “Paradigm Change in Sociology”, Review of Sociology (Bu-
dapest), vol. 10, no. 2 (November 2004); Gyorgy Csepeli, Csaba Kucsera
and Gerg6 Prazsak, “Eur6pa, mint folérendelt cél” [“Europe as a super-
ordinate goal”], in Gyorgy Csepeli (ed.), Emberek vetése, Budapest: J0szo-
veg, 2003. E-mail: prazsak@gmail.com.

Klara SANDOR is Professor of Linguistics at the University of Szeged,
Member of the Hungarian National Assembly, Vice Chair of the Com-
mittee on Education and Science, and Member of the Assembly of the
European Council. She has led several research projects, including “From
Stigmatization to Tolerance” (1998-1999), and “The Cognitive Embed-
dedness of Linguistic Value Judgements” (2000-2003). Her research fields
are evolutionary linguistics, including the effects of I'T'C on language, the
sociology of language, especially linguistic stereotypes and discrimina-
tion, as well as language and gender, and language and politics. Her many
published papers include: “National Feeling or Responsibility: The Case
of the Csangd Language Revitalization”, Multilingua, vol. 19, nos. 1-2
(2000); “The Fall of Linguistic Aristocratism”, in Kristof Nyiri (ed.), Mobile
Communication: Essays on Cognition and Community, Vienna: Passagen Verlag,
2003. E-mail: sandor.klara@hung.u-szeged.hu.

Henrik SCHNEIDER is an alumni research fellow of Harvard’s Berk-
man Center for Internet & Society, a graduating PhD student at the Bu-
dapest University of Technology and Economics at the faculty of Eco-
nomics, a professional management consultant, and founder and editor
of the weblog, Hungarian Accent (Hungary.blogsome.com). His main
research fields include: community content creation, the knowledge organ-
ization of online communities, telecommunications, media convergence,
and knowledge obsolescence induced by technological changes. His main
publication in English is: “Rapid ICT Change and Workplace Knowl-
edge Obsolescence”, Harvard Law School’s Berkman Center Research
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Publication Series, No. 2005-04, http://ssrn.com/abstract=870084. Web-
page: henriknet.com. E-mail: henrik.schneider@gmail.com.

Zsuzsanna SZVETELSZKY is Assistant Professor at the Department of
Library Science of E6tvos Lorand University, Budapest, and a PhD student
of the Social Psychology Programme of the University of Pécs, Hungary.
Research interests: network communication, triangulization in networks,
contemporary gossip research, network awareness, and self-organizing
infocommunication. Some main publications: “A tarsas mez3ktSl a ha-
lozattudatig” [From Social Domain to Network Awareness|, Magyar Tudo-
mdny, vol. 167, no. 11 (2006); ““The Emergence of Gossip: Effects of Net-
worked Communication Technologies on the Evolution of Self-Organizing
Social Beliefs”, in Kristof Nyiri (ed.), A Sense of Place: The Global and the
Local i Mobile Communication, Vienna: Passagen Verlag, 2005; Mindenk:
harmadik [The Third One], Budapest: Alibi, 2004; “Ways and Transfor-
mations of Gossip”, Journal of Cultural and Evolutionary Psychology (Budapest),
vol. 1, no. 2 (2003); 4 pletyka [Gossip], Budapest: Gondolat, 2002. E-mail:
szvetelszky(@darwins.hu.
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